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Biden open to compromise on Infrastructure, bul not inaction 


By JOSH BOAK 

Associated Press 

President Joe Biden drew a 
red line on his $2.3 trillion in- 
frastructure plan Wednes- 
day, saying he is open to 
compromise on how to 
pay for the package but 
inaction is unacceptable. 
The president turned fiery in 
an afternoon speech, say- 
ing that the United States Is 
failing to build, invest and 
research for the future and 
adding that failure to do 
sO amounts to givINg Up On 
‘leading the world." 
“Compromise is inevitable, 
Biden said. "We'll be open 
to good Ideas in good faith 
negotiations. But here's 
what we won't be open to: 
We will not be open to do- 
Ing nothing. Inaction, sim- 
ply, is not an option." 

Biden challenged the idea 
that low tax rates would 


do more for growth than 
investing in care workers, 
roads, bridges, clean wa- 
ter, broadband, school 
buildings, the power grid, 
electric vehicles and veter- 
ans hospitals. 

The president has taken 
heat from Republican 
lawmakers and business 
groups for proposing that 
corporate fax increases 
should finance an_ infra- 
structure package that 
goes far beyond the tradi- 
tional focus on roads and 
bridges. 

“What the president pro- 
posed this week is not an 
infrastructure — bill,” Sen. 
Roger Wicker, R-Miss., said 
on NBC's “Meet the Press,” 
one of many quotes that 
Republican congressional 
aides emailed to reporters 


before Biden's soeech. 
Continued on next page 
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President Joe Biden speaks during an event on the American Jobs Plan in the South Court Au- 
ditorium on the White House campus, Wednesday, April 7, 2021, in Washington. Vice President 
Kamala Harris is at left. 
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Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo speaks during a press 
briefing at the White House, Wednesday, April 7, 2021, in Wash- 


ington. 


Continued from Front 

"It's a huge tax increase, for 
one thing. And It's a tax in- 
crease on small businesses, 
on job creators in the Unit- 
ed States of America." 
Biden last week proposed 
funding his $2.3 trillion in- 
frastructure plan largely 
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through an increase in the 
corporate tax rate to 28% 
and an expanded global 
minimum tax set at 21%. But 
he said Wednesday he was 
willing to accept a rate 
below 28% so long as the 
projects are financed and 
taxes are not increased on 


people making less than 
$400,000. 

"I'm willing to listen to that," 
Biden said. "But we gotta 
pay for this. We gotta pay 
for this. There's many other 
ways we can do it. But | 
am willing to negotiate. 
I've come forward with the 
best, most rational way, In 
my view the fairest way, 
to pay for it, but there are 
many other ways as well. 
And I'm open.° 

He stressed that he had 
been open to compromise 
on his $1.9 trillion corona- 
virus relief plan, but Re- 
publicans never budged 
beyond their $600 billion 
counteroffer. 

If they'd come. forward 
with a plan that did the bulk 
of it and it was $1.3 billion or 
four ... that allowed me to 
have pieces of all that was 
in there, | would have been 
prepared to compromise," 
Biden said. "But they didn't. 
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They didn't move an inch. 
Not an inch." 

The president added that 
America's position in the 
world was incumbent on 
taking aggressive action 
on modern _§ infrastructure 
that serves a computerized 
age. Otherwise, the county 
would lose out to China in 
what he believes is a fun- 
damental test of democra- 
cy. Republican lawmakers 
counter that higher taxes 
would make the country 
less competitive globally. 
"You think China is waiting 
around to invest in this digi- 
tal infrastructure or on re- 
search and development? 
| promise you. They are not 
waiting. But they're count- 
ing on American democ- 
racy, to be too slow, too 
limited and too divided to 
keep pace." 

His administration on 
Wednesday was pressing 
the case for tax increases. 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said it was "self-de- 
feating" for then-President 
Donald Trump to assume 
that cutting the corporate 
tax rate to 21% from 35% 


in 2017 would make the 


economy more competi- 
tive and unleash growth. 


~ Yellen said that compet- 


Ing on tax rates came at 
the expense of investing in 
workers. 

"Tax reform is not a zero- 
sum game,’ she told report- 
ers on a call. “Win-win is an 
overused phrase, but we 
have a win-win in front of 
Us now.’ Yellen said the tax 


_ increases would produce 


roughly $2.5 trillion in reve- 
nues over 15 years, enough 
to cover the eight years’ 
worth of infrastructure in- 
vestments being proposed. 
The roughly $200 billion gap 
between how much the 
taxes would raise and how 
much the administration 
wants to spend suggests 
there is soace to address 
critics, such as West Vir- 
ginia Sen. Joe Manchin, a 
key Democratic vote, who 
would prefer a 25% rate. 


Commerce Secretary Gina 
Raimondo said _ business- 
es and lawmakers should 
come fo the bargaining ta- 
ble, noting that there could 
be room to negotiate on 
the rate and timeline. 
"There is room for compro- 
mise," Raimondo said at a 
White House briefing. "What 
we cannot do, and what | 
am imploring the business 
community not to do, Is to 
say, ‘We don't like 28. We're 
walking away. We're not 
discussing." 

Key to the Biden admin- 
istration's pitch is bringing 
corporate fax revenues 
closer to their historic levels, 
rather than raising them to 
new highs that could make 
U.S. businesses less compet- 
itive globally. 

Trump's 2017 tax cuts 
halved corporate tax reve- 
nues to 1% of gross domes- 
tic product, which is a mea- 
sure of the total income in 
the economy. Revenues 
had previously equaled 2% 
of GDP. That higher figure is 
still below the 3% average 
of peer nations in the Orga- 
nization for Economic Co- 
operation and Develop- 
ment, the Treasury Depart- 
ment said in its summary of 
the plan. 

Still, some say the adminis- 
tration's claim is misleading. 
"The administration should 
use statistics that directly 
measure the burden on 
the corporate sector," said 
Kyle Pomerleau, a_ fellow 
at the conservative Ameri- 
can Enterprise Institute. “In 
fact, many measures of ef- 
fective tax rates show that 
the U.S.'s burden is pretty 
close to middle of the road. 
Biden's plan would certain- 
ly push up to the high end 
among our major trading 
oartners." 

Business groups such as 
the U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Business 
Roundtable argue that 
higher taxes would hurt 
U.S. companies operating 
worldwide and the wider 
economy.) 
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More than a half million Americans gain coverage under Biden 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than a half million Ameri- 
cans have taken advan- 
tage of the Biden admin- 
istration's special health 
insurance sign-up window 
keyed to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the govern- 
ment announced Wednes- 
day in anticipation that 
even more consumers will 
gain coverage in the com- 
ing months. 

The reason officials expect 
sign-ups to keep growing 
is that millions of people 
became eligible effective 
Apr. 1 for pbUmMped-up sub- 
sidies toward their oremi- 
ums under President Joe 
Biden's coronavirus — relief 
legislation. The special sign- 
UO opportunity for Afford- 
able Care Act plans will be 
available until Aug. 15. 
Biden campaigned on a 
strategy of building on the 
Obama-era health law to 
push the United States to- 
ward coverage for all. As 
oresident, he's wasted no 
time. 

With the number of unin- 
sured Americans rising dur- 
ing the pandemic, Biden 
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In this Feb. 15, 2021, file image shows the main page of the HealthCare.gov website. 


reopened the law's heath 
insurance markets as a 
backstop. Then, the virus 
gid package _ essentially 
delivered a health insur- 
ance price cut by making 
taxpayer subsidies more 
generous, while also allow- 
ing more people to qualify 
for financial assistance. 

Those sweeteners are avalil- 
able the rest of this year 


and through the end of 
2022. Consumers who were 
already covered by the 
health law at the beginning 
of this year are also entitled 
to the increased financial 
aid, but will have to go on- 
lineé or call to Update their 
plan. People on average 
could save $50 a month, 
the government says. 

The numbers released 


Associated Press 


Wednesday by the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services show that 528,005 
people newly signed up for 
government-sponsored pri- 
vate plans from Feb. 15 to 
Mar. 31. 

But those figures are incom- 
plete because they cover 
only the 36 states served 
by the federal HealthCare. 
gov insurance market. Na- 


tional enrollment will be 
higher when totals are fac- 
tored in later on from states 
such as California and New 
York that run their own in- 
surance websites. 

The new report also showed 
that more than 870,000 
people who went fo the 
HealthCare.gov website 
or reached out fo the call 
center were found to be 
eligible for Medicaid, the 
federal-state health  pro- 
gram for low-income peo- 
ple. 

Although President Donald 
Trump spared no effort to 
overturn the Obama-era 
law, more than 20 million 
people remained’ cov- 
ered under it at the end 
of Trump's term. That num- 
ber combines those with 
HealthCare.gov plans as 
well as low-income adults 
covered through expand- 
ed Medicaid. But with the 
economy shedding jobs 
because of coronavirus 
shutdowns, the number of 
Uninsured Americans has 
been on the rise. Biden 
sought to stop the erosion, 
and hopes to ultimately re- 
verse It. 





Decision strikes key parts of Native American adoptions law 


By KEVIN McGILL 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Parts 
of a federal law giving Na- 
tive American families pref- 
erence in the adoption of 
Native American children 
were effectively — struck 
down Tuesday by a sharply 
divided federal appeais 
court, a defeat for tribal 
leaders who said the 1978 
law was important to pro- 
tecting their families and 
culture. 

The complex ruling from 16 
judges of the Sth U.S. Cir 
cult Court of Appeals up- 
holds a lower court's find- 
ing that the Indian Child 
Welfare Act's preferences 
for Native American fami- 
lies or licensed "Indian fos- 
ter homes" violate consti- 
tutional equal protection 
requirements. 

It also said some of the 
provisions of the law "“un- 
constitutionally comman- 
deer’ state officials’ duties 
in adoption matters. 
However, the full implica- 


tions of the decision on 
adoptive children in this 
and future cases were not 
immediately clear. Some of 
the key points were the re- 
sult of 8-8 votes. The lack of 
a majority meant the lower 
court's ruling prevailed on 
those points, but that no 
binding precedent was set 
by the appeals court. 
Attorneys for both § sides 
were reviewing the 325 
pages late Tuesday. The 
case could wind up at the 
Supreme Court. 

The 1978 law has long 
been championed by No- 
tive American leaders as a 
means of preserving Native 
American families and cul- 
ture. In arguments last year, 
an Interior Department law- 
yer said Congress passed 
the law after finding that 
adoption standards at the 
state level were resulting in 
the breakup of American 
Indian families. 

Opponents of the law in- 
clude non-Native families 


who have tried to adopt 
American Indian children in 
emotional legal cases. 
"Our clients brought this 
case to protect their fami- 
lies from being torn apart 
by a discriminatory fed- 
eral law,’ Matthew | D. 
McGill, lead attorney for 
the plaintiff families, said 
in an email. "We are very 
pleased that today's ruling 
has confirmed that ICWA's 
discriminatory placement 
oreferences are unconsti- 
tutional." 

Multiple couples seeking 
to adopt Native American 
children, @ woman who 
wishes for her Native Ameri- 
can biological child to be 
adopted by non-Natives, 
and the states of Texas, 
Louisiana, and Indiana 
were among the plaintiffs 
challenging the law. 

The Tuesday evening rul- 
ing marked a reversal for 
the appeals court. A three- 
judge panel voted 2-1 to 
reverse the district court 





Rosa Soto Alvarez, of Tucson,, holds a flag of the Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe as she and other Native Americans stand outside the fed- 
eral appeals court in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020. 


and uphold the law _ in 
2019. But a majority of the 
17-member court agreed 
to rehear the case. With 
one member recused, 16 
judges heard arguments in 
the case last year. 

The resulting decision in- 
cluded multipole — partial 
dissents and partially con- 


Associated Press 


curring opinions. On some 
issues, GQ majority of the 
court agreed. On others, 
the court tied, meaning the 
original district court deci- 
sion on the issue prevailed, 
although the appeals court 
ruling on the issues won't be 
considered precedential in 
future cases.L} 
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6 charged in NH youth detention center sex abuse probe 


By HOLLY RAMER 
Associated Press 
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — 
Six former staffers at New 
Hampshire's state-run youth 
detention center were ar- 
rested Wednesday in con- 
nection with the abuse of 
11 children over the course 
of a decade, including one 
who continued working 
with children for nearly 20 
years after he is accused of 
holding a boy down while 
colleagues raped him. 

The Sununu Youth Services 
Center, formerly known as 
the Youth Development 
Center, has been under in- 
vestigation since July 2019, 
when two former counsel- 
ors were charged with rap- 
ing a teenage boy 82 times 
in the 1990s. 

Those charges were 
dropped last year in order 
to strengthen the expana- 
ed investigation, but both 
men were arrested again 
Wednesday and charged 
with rape, the afttorney 
general's office said. Two 
others also were charged 
with rape, while other two 
were charged with being 
accomplices to rape. The 
allegations soan from 1994 
TO: 2005. 

‘Today's — arrests make 
clear that this administra- 
tion is committed to hold- 


























This combo of undated handout booking photo provided by 
the New Hampshire Attorney General's office shows, from top 
row left, Bradley Asbury, Jeffrey Buskey and Frank Davis; bottom 
row from left, Lucien Poulette, James Woodlock and Stephen 
Murphy. The six men were arrested Wednesday, April 7, 2021, in 
connection with sexual abuse allegations at New Hampshire's 
state-run youth detention center, the attorney general's office 


said. 


ing these perpetrators ac- 
countable for their detest- 
able actions," said Gov. 
Chris Sununu. "This is not 
over, and we will continue 
to investigate these horrific 
allegations." 

The center is named for for- 
mer Gov. John H. Sununu, 


Associated Press 


father of the current gov- 
ernor. 

Several of those arrested 
Wednesday were previous- 
ly named in a civil lawsuit 
filed last year in which more 
than 200 men and women 
allege they were physically 
or sexually abused as chil- 


dren by 150 staffers at the 
Manchester facility from 
1963 to 2018. According 
to their attorney, children 
were gang raped by coun- 
selors, beaten while raped, 
forced to compete for 
food in "fight clubs" set up 
by counselors and locked 
in solitary confinement for 
weeks or months. 

"My clients are thrilled that 
the state has taken the im- 
portant next step in holding 
these men criminally re- 
sponsible for the unspeak- 
able crimes they have 
committed," attorney Rus 
Rilee said. "We have faith 
that this is just the begin- 
ning of the arrests and in- 
dictments of not only all of 
the perpetrators, but also 
all of those that allowed it 
To happen.” 

The new arrestees include 
Lucien Poulette, 65, of Au- 
burn, who is charged with 
33 counts — including rape 
and sexual assault — involv- 
ing seven victims between 
1994 and 2005. Bradley 
Asbury, 66, of Dunbarton, 
is charged with being an 
accomplice to the rape of 
a former resident between 
1997 and 1998. And Frank 
Davis, 79, of Hopkinton, Is 
charged with one count 
of rape and five counts of 
sexual assault involving two 


victims between 1996 and 
\Wo7: 

Instead of the dozens of 
charges they previously 
faced, Jeffrey Buskey, 54, 
of Quincy, Massachusetts, 
is now charged with five 
counts of rape involving 
four children between 1996 
and 1999, while Stephen 
Murphy, 51, of Danvers, 
Massachusetts, is charged 
with five counts of rape in- 
volving three children be- 
tween 1997 and 1999. 
James Woodlock, 56, of 
Manchester, was charged 
with three counts of being 
an accomplice to rape 
between 1997 and 1998. 
David Meehan, the lead 
plaintiff in the civil lawsuit, 
alleges that Woodlock re- 
peatedly beat him, held 
him down while Buskey 
raped him and told him he 
had "simply misunderstood 
events. when he spoke up 
during a group counseling 
session. 

Woodlock later left the 
Youth Development Cen- 
ter job and became a ju- 
venile probation and pa- 
role officer, a position he 
held until he went out on 
leave in 2017. He declined 
to comment on Meehan's 
allegations when a report- 
er visited his home in early 
2020. 


Former Vice President Mike Pence memoir set for 2023 release 


By HILLEL ITALIE 


NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
Vice President Mike Pence 
has a book deal. His auto- 
biography, currently unti- 
tled, is scheduled to come 
QUIZ 2 3: 

‘lam grateful to have the 
opportunity to tell the story 
of my life in public service 
to the American people, 
from serving in Congress, 
to the Indiana Governor's 
office and as Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States," 
Pence said in a statement. 
"| look forward to working 
with the outstanding team 
at Simon & Schuster to in- 
vite readers on a journey 
from a small town in Indi- 
ana to Washington, DC." 
Simon & Schuster an- 
nounced Wednesday 
that it also signed Pence 
to a second book but did 


not immediately provide 
details. Pence is the first 
major Trump administra- 
tion official to have an 
announced deal since 
the president left office 
in January, although for- 
mer White House advisor 
Kellyanne Conway and 
former Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo are among 
those reportedly working 
on books. 

A Pence memotr will likely 
be subject to similar ten- 
sions the former Vice Presi- 
dent has faced since he 
refused then-President 
Donald Trump's demands 
that he help overturn the 


election results. Among 
Democrats and others 
who opposed Trump, 


Pence is widely seen as 
Trump's loyal and complic- 
it ally. Meanwhile, Trump 


supporters, and Trump 
himself, denounced him 
for not intervening Jan. 6 
in Congress’ formal certi- 
fication of Democrat Joe 
Biden's presidential victory. 
The certification — that 
Pence had no power to 
change — was delayed 
for hours after hundreds 
of Trump supporters, some 
chanting "Hang Mike 
Pence, stormed the U.S. 
Capiiol 

Simon & Schuster Vice 
President and _ Publisher 
Dana Canedy said that 
Pence'’s book would be 
"revelatory, without spe- 
cifically saying whether he 
would address the events 
of Jan. 6. 

"Vice President Pence's life 
and work, his journey as 
a Christian, the challeng- 
es and triumphs he has 





Vice President Mike Pence speaks during a memorial service 
for the late Air Force Brig. Gen. Chuck Yeager in Charleston, 
W. Va., on Jan. 15, 2021. 


faced, and the lessons he 
has learned, tells an Amer- 
ican story of extraordinary 
public service during a 
time of unrivaled public 
interest in Our government 


Associated Press 


and politics," Canedy said. 
"His revelatory autobiog- 
raphy will be the definitive 
book on one of the most 
consequential presiden- 
cies in American history.) 
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TORONTO (AP) — Schools 
in Canada’s largest city will 
shut down Wednesday and 
move fo online learning 
because of a third surge of 
coronavirus infections fu- 
eled by more-contagious 
virus variants. 

Toronto Medical Officer of 
Health Dr. Eileen de Villa 
said in a statement stron- 
ger measures are needed 
to reverse the surge. 

“The spread of COVID-19 
has never been greater in 
Toronto, with variants of 
concern increasing both 
the risk of transmission and 
the risk of serious illness or 
death,” de Villa said in a 
statement. 

Ontario has seen seeing 
more than 3,000 new infec- 
tions a day in recent days 
and record intensive care 
numbers. 

The move follows a similar 
move by the neighboring 
Peel Region. The closures 
will be reevaluated later 
this month. Toronto has one 
of the largest school dis- 
tricts in North America. 
Local health officials 
made the decision after 
the province declined to 
act. Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford, who said earlier that 
schools are safe, has been 
criticized by health officials 


Osaka issues virus spike 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
TOKYO (AP) Japan's 
Osaka prefecture issued a 
soecial warming Wednes- 
day that a rapid surge in 
coronavirus cases is plac- 
ing medical systems in the 
region at the verge of col- 
lapse and requested the 
cancellation of the Olym- 
pic torch relay along all 
oublic roads in the prefec- 
ture. 

Gov. Hirofumi Yoshimura 
declared a “medial emer- 
gency” in the western Jap- 
anese prefecture, where 
daily cases have reached 
new highs, and asked hos- 
pitals to urgently prepare 
additional beds. 
Yoshimura, who previously 
asked for a cancellation of 
the torch relay only in Osa- 
ka city, said all segments 
on public roads should be 
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Toronto schools clea on third wave of infections 


Manda Zand, right, hugs her grandmother Farang Ahmadkorour, 92, after she received her 
COVID-19 vaccine at the Seneca College mass vaccination site during the coronavirus 
pandemic in Toronto, Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 


for not doing more to get 
infections under control. 
Ford had refused to shut 
down shopping malls, but 
then admonished people 
for using them. 

“Around the world, Ccoun- 
tries are facing a very seri- 
ous third wave of this pan- 
demic. And right now, so Is 
Canada. This isn’t the news 
any of us wanted, but hos- 


canceled. The Olympic or- 
ganizing committee said 
later Wednesday that if will 
hold the Osaka leg of the 
Olympic torch run, sched- 
Uuled for April 13-14, at the 


at cuaaya ue 


eh ithrre tH ime 


ago 


pitalizations are surging. ICU 
beds are filling Up,” Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau said 
Tuesday. 

He said he planned to talk 
with Ford “about what the 
spike in cases means for 
hospitals, and the impor- 
tance of vaccinating as 
many people as possible, 
as quickly as possible.” 
Vaccinations have ramped 


Associated Press 


Up In Canada in recent 
weeks and all adults who 
want a vaccine are ex- 
pected to get at least one 
dose by July. 

York region, just north of 
Toronto, is also a hot spot 
of new infections, but has 
decided to keep schools 
open. 

“At the direction of Dr. 
Karim Kurji, York Region's 


Medical Officer of Health, 
York Region Public Health 
continues to follow the pro- 
vincial Reopening Frame- 
work prioritizing schools 
remain open throughout 
all levels, even during the 
province-wide “emergen- 
cy brake shutdown,” a York 
region sookeswoman said 
in an email. 

Laura Barr, a 40-year-old 
teacher in Toronto, said 
she’s relieved her district 
has ended in class learn- 
ing. Teachers at her school 
were teaching students in- 
person and online simulta- 
neously. 

“|! was no longer feeling 
safe,” she said. “If was very 
stressful trying to maintain 
distancing and other safety 
protocols in person while 
also interacting with stu- 
dents learning from home. 
I'm very relieved that 
schools have shut down; 
now | can focus on teach- 
ing without worrying that 
my health is being put in 
jeopardy.” 

She added she wished 
Ford had taken proper ac- 
tions sooner to avoid a third 
wave. “It will be so hard for 
many families to make the 
necessary arrangements To 
adapt to remote learning 
with no notice,” she said.L) 


warning, wants torch relay rerouted 


ly OO seke sro 2eoin- 
memorative park. 

The Tokyo Olympics are 
to start in just over three 
months with Japan's vac- 
cination drive still in its initial 





Osaka Gov. Hirofumi Yoshimura speaks next to a screen 
reading “medical emergency declaration” in Osaka, western 
Japan, Wednesday, April 7, 2021. 
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stages. Experis say more 
contagious new variants 
of the virus are becoming 
more common and are 
urging health officials to 
resoond quickly to prevent 
an explosive increase with 
only a fraction of the peo- 
ple inoculated. 

“Medical systems are on 
the verge of collapse,” 
Yoshimura said at a news 
conference. He attributed 
the rapid spike in infections 
to a new variant of the vi- 
rus. “Obviously if spreads 
more rapidly and it is more 
contagious, (asterisk) he 
said. About 70% of hospital 
beds available in Osaka 
are now occupied, the 
threshold for declaring a 
“medical emergency,” of- 
ficials said. 

The measures come two 
days after Yoshimura _ is- 


sued a set of special vi- 
rus control measures for 
Osaka city alone following 
Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga’s decision to place 
the prefectures of Osaka, 
Hyogo and Miyagi under a 
semi-emergency. 

Osaka’s neighboring pre- 
fecture of Hyogo is also 
facing an upsurge and has 
imposed special virus mea- 
sures in four cities begin- 
ning Monday, along with 
Sendai, a city in the north- 
ern prefecture of Miyagi. 
Infections also have surged 
elsewhere in the western 
region, which experts say 
may require additional vi- 
rus protection measures 
and stay-home requests, 
possibly leading to the 
cancellation of more torch 
events, a further setback 
for the Olympics.) 
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lraqi PM grapples with militia threat as talks with U.S. start 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
and SAMYA KULLAB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — lIraq’s 
orime minister asked lran’s 
leaders to rein in_ lran- 
backed militias in Iraq and 
in a strongly worded mes- 
sage to Tehran, suggested 
he would confront the fac- 
tions, two Iraqi officials said 
Wednesday. 

Mustafa al-Kadhimi’s state- 
ment came as the fourth 
round of strategic talks 
with Washington got under 
way, the first Under Presi- 
dent Joe Biden. The talks 
— held virtually because 
of the pandemic — began 
in June and are expected 
to center on an array of 
issues, including the pres- 
ence of remaining USS. 
combat forces in lrag and 
lran-backed groups acting 
outside of state authority. 
lraq had requested the 
latest round, partly in re- 
sponse to pressure from Shi- 
ite political factions and mi- 
litias loyal to Iran that have 
lobbied for the remaining 
U.S. troops to leave Iraq. 
Participants include USS. 
Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken and Under Secre- 





In this Sept. 8, 2016 file photo, a U.S. Army soldier guards a position at Camp Swift, northern Iraq. | 


tary of State for Political Af- 
fairs David Hale. 

Al-Kadhimi has walked a 
tightrope as he negotiates 
with the Americans while 
coming under growing 
oressure from local militias 
loyal to Tehran. 

Last week, a@ convoy of 
heavily armed Shiite militia- 
men drove openly through 
central Baghdad, de- 
nouncing the U.S. presence 


and threatening to cut off 
al-Kadhimi’s ear, a display 
that clearly sought to un- 
dermine the premier. 

Pressure has also come 
from cash-strapped Tehran 
as it seeks billlons of dollars 
in payment for crucial gas 
and electricity supplies. 
lraqi officials say the money 
is sitting idle in an account 
at the Trade Bank of Iraq 
because of U.S. restrictions 


Associated Press 


and fears of sanctions. 

IN response to the ominous 
military-tyoe parade by 
the militias, Kadhimi sent a 
strongly worded letter to 
Tehran, demanding — Iran 
use its influence to halt 
these groups, two lraqi of- 
ficials said. 

In the note, al-Kadhimi 
threatened to “announce 
clearly who backs these 
groups” and said he was 
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willing to confront them, 
the officials said. 

It was not immediately 
clear who the message 
was given to. The timing 
suggested al-Kadhimi, who 
has appeared powerless 
in confronting the militias, 
was looking to appease 
the Americans ahead of 
Wednesdays talks. 

The message led to a two- 
day visit this week by the lra- 
nian Revolutionary Guard's 
Quds Force chief Ismail Qa- 
ani to Baghdad, where he 
met with militia and Shiite 
political leaders and called 
for calm, according to a 
senior lraqi Shiite politician. 
The two Iraqi officials and 
the Shiite politician all 
sooke on condition of ano- 
nymity because they were 
not authorized to talk fo 
reporters.L] 

U.S.-lraq ties olummeted af- 
ter a Washington-directed 
airstrike that killed Iranian 
Quds Force commander 
Gen. Qassem  Soleimani 
in Baghdad last year. At 
the time, outraged Shiite 
lawmakers passed a non- 
binding resolution to end 
U.S. troop presence in the 
country. LJ 


‘We failed the test’ of COVID-19, says human rights champion 


By LORI HINNANT 

PARIS (AP) — Agnés Calla- 
mard is best known for her 
investigation into the killing 
of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, and has made 
a career uncovering extra- 
judicial killings. 

The French human rights 
expert’s focus on rights 
abuses is taking on new 


dimensions as she assumes 
leadership of Amnesty In- 
ternational and turns her 
attention to what she says 
is one of the world’s most 
pressing issues vaccine 
equity to end the corona- 
virus pandemic, which has 
eroded freedoms globally. 
Amnesty International re- 
leased its annual report 





Amnesty International Secretary General Agnes Callamard 
poses in Paris, Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 
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on Wednesday, arguing 
that governments have 
used the coronavirus pan- 
demic as an excuse to 
clamp down on human 
rights, whether or not that 
was the original intent. The 
wide-ranging report took 
particular dim at govern- 
ments in Myanmar and 
Russia, among others, but 
also critiqued the use of 
coronavirus-related police 
powers in places like Brit- 
ain and the United States 
against protesters. 

The only way to end the 
virus and the abuses that 
have accompanied it, pri- 
marily against the world’s 
most vulnerable is to dis- 
tribute vaccines globally 
and equitably, she told 
The Associated Press on 
Tuesday. 

“What we found is that 
the victims of COVID, 
whether it was in the U.K., 
in France, in the U.S., in In- 
dia, in the Middle East, in 


Brazil, those victims were 
primarily among the most 
disenfranchised and vul- 
nerable groups,” she said. 
“As a global community, 
as a national community, 
we failed the test that CO- 
VID-19 represented.” 
Callamard rarely hesitates 
to call out the powerful. In 
2019, as a U.N. special rap- 
porteur, she concluded 
there was “credible evi- 
dence” that Khashoggi's 
killing was = state-sanc- 
tioned. She also investi- 
gated the U.S. drone sirike 
that killed Iranian general 
Qasem_  Soleimani and 
concluded it was unlawful. 
Earlier this week, she said 
there was a_ reali risk that 
Russia was subjecting op- 
position leader Alexei Na- 
valny to “a slow death.” 
She said she will no longer 
lead her own investiga- 
tions, as she has done for 
years for the U.N. but will 
continue to call ouf human 


rights violations as she sees 
them. And the pandemic 
exposed plenty. Ending it, 
she said, will expose even 
more, especially among 
wealthy and powerful 
nations which have. pur- 
chased more’ vaccines 
than they need. 

“Not only do we buy ev- 
erything, but on top of Tt, 
we stop others from be- 
ing able to produce if. In 
the name of what¢ In the 
name of profit and in the 
name of greed,” Calla- 
mard said, referring to the 
European Union and USS. 
decision to block a pro- 
posal to relax intellectual 
property restrictions on 
patents related to corona- 
virus treatments and vac- 
cines. 

One of her proposals falls 
along the same lines as the 
Biden administration’s call 
this week for a minimum 
global corporate income 


tax. 
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By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — If you 
don't have potato, use 
malanga root. If you can’t 
find zucchini, replace it 
with Cucumber. 

Can't find the ingredients 
you want¢e No problem: 
Yuliet Colon will helo you 
whip Up a dessert using the 
eggs you ran across, swap 
pork for the ground chick- 
en in that recipe, even 
peanuts for beans in your 
Cuban-style rice. 

She’s among a number of 
Cubans who, with more 
ingenuity than resources, 
helo their compatriots 
cope with shortages exac- 
erbated by the new coro- 
navirus pandemic with 
Facebook posts of culinary 
creations designed around 
what they're actually likely 
to find at the market or with 
government rations. 

“| love Master Chef Spain, 
but where do | get liquid 
nitrogen in this country?” 
joked Colon, a 39-year-old 
mother of two and one of 
the creators of the Face- 
book page, “Recipes from 
the Heart.” 

The site, launched in June, 
how has more than 12,000 
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Cuban cooks overcome shortages with is aidee on Facebook 
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Contributor Yuliet Colon poses for a photo holding a pot of her creation, “Cuban-style pisto 


manchego,” and her phone that displays the Facebook page, “Recipes from the Heart,” 


home in Havana, Cuba, Friday, April 2, 2021. 


members — many of them 
on an island just becom- 
ing accustomed to social 
media due to recently im- 
proved internet access. 

The combination of COV- 
ID-19, which shut off income 
from tourism on the island, 
local economic productiv- 
ity woes and sharpened 
U.S. sanctions imposed by 
former President Donald 


Trump has led to increased 
scarcities in Cuba, where 
gross domestic product de- 
creased by 11% in 2020. 

Long queues became no- 
ticeable last year, and 2021 
opened with government 
economic reforms that ef- 
fectively raised both prices 
and pay — though not al- 
ways at the same rate. 

Colon last week visited an 


Croatia police probe claim migrant 


sexually abused aft border 


ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) 
— Croatian police said 
Wednesday they are in- 
vestigating a report that 
an officer sexually ha- 
rassed an Afghan woman 
during a recent incident 
at the border with Bosnia. 
The police said an initial 
look into allegations col- 


lected by the Danish Refu- 
gee Council group, and 
reported by The Guardian 
newspaper, found no po- 
lice intervention against 
any female migrants on 
Feb. 15, when the incident 
reportedly took place. 

“We are absolutely hor- 
rified by such allegations 





Migrants stand outside the Borici camp in Bihac, Bosnia, 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021. 
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and (that) such behavior 
is attributed to a Croa- 
tian policeman,” a police 
statement emailed to The 
Associated Press said. 
“Just like in all previous in- 
stances when Croatian 
police were accused of 
violence against migrants, 
Immediate actions were 
taken to check the allegao- 
tions.” 

The Guardian reported 
that on the night of Feb. 15 
the Afghan woman was 
allegedly sexually abused, 
held at knifepoint and 
forced to strip naked by a 
Croatian border police of- 
ficer, during a search of a 
group of migrants on the 
border with Bosnia.Nicola 
Bay, Bosnia director for the 
DRC, told the AP the alle- 
gation made by the un- 
identified Afghan woman 
were “truly horrifying.” LJ 


in her 
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agricultural market near 
her house and, after stand- 
ing in lines for about 40 
minutes, bought the few 
vegetables she found.She 
used them to create some- 
thing that she called “Cu- 
ban-style pisto manchego” 
which includes onion, pep- 
pers, fomato, eggplant 
and cucumber — winning 
admiring comments from 
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other group members. 
These days, Cuban house- 
hold staples come and 
go without warning. When 
toothpaste appears, de- 
odorant disappears, and 
when it returns, soap and 
the toilet paper have van- 
ished. The same Is true for 
rice, beans, milk, cheese, 
onions, tomato and or gar- 
lic. Fruit has not been seen 
for weeks. 

Sometimes potato disap- 
pears, prompting Cubans 
to turn to other tubers pop- 
ular in the region, yuca or 
rough-skinned malanga. 
The Facebook site has 
become a home for pro- 
posals on how to chicken 
when it’s the only meat 
available or create arti- 
sanal cheeses with others 
aren't available."There 
are a lot of shortages”, la- 
mented Colon in the small 
kitchen of her house while 
she prepared her “pisto 
manchego,” chopping 
the vegetables and pho- 
tographing the process be- 
fore Uploading the images. 
She added a bit of fresh 
basil and oregano she took 
from a small flowerbed that 
a relative grows at the side 
of her house.) 
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THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS - Ruben 
Maduro entered the first cocktail 
bar four years ago with a bottle of 
botanical rum under his arm, and 
the rest is history. Today we read 
part 2 of this amazing Aruban ad- 
venture. 


The setback: "Your company is like 
an affair" 

That one cocktail bar with RUben's 
rum on the counter became two, 
then five and then ten. “We had 
gold in our hands. There is such a 
thing as the first mover advantage. 
We had to act quickly before oth- 
ers would develop this idea.” And 
for Ruben, the best ideas arise in 
the shower. “Early in the morning | 
am at my sharpest. | thought about 
the conversation | had in London, 
came to the office and told my 
then colleague: dude, we are go- 
ing tO Open our Own distillery.” 


Feelers out, looking for a property 
the size of a shoebox. “In the cor- 
ridors | heard of a distillery that was 
for sale. Buyers had already regis- 
tered. Then | put on the big pants. 
"| know you are talking to anoth- 
er party," | said to the seller who 
wanted to get rid of the property, 
“but we have more money and a 
well-running brand." In reality, |had 
no money and it all went well also 
not so well. | bet sky high and luck- 
ily there was no click between the 
company and the other potential 
buyer. "We think you are a relaxed 
guest," | was fold. "So, give us a call 
to our office." 

Ruben from Amsterdam who 
wants to take over the toko of an 


r 


Part 2 


LL 


Undisclosed international drinking 
giant? Easier said than done. “It 
was tough negotiations between 
me and that multinational. Ru- 
ben against a delegation of legal 
heavyweights, David versus Goli- 
ath. It went so far that at one point 
| said: this is my last offer and If you 
don't accept that, it's done. Man, | 
felt so lonely at the time. ” 


A day later the redeeming bell 
came from his lawyer. The hard 
ball game had helped. “Your 
brand becomes your life. You have 
to give up alot to achieve success. 
Like you are married to your job? 




















No, it's more of an affair. You are 
in a relationship but your thoughts 
are with someone else. That has 
had an impact on me as a person. 
| lost a nice girlfriend that | thought 
| was going to marry. That's the oth- 
er side of the coin. All your energy 
goes into that one thing. ” 

“| see If as burning hoops that keep 
getting smaller. As the business be- 
comes more stable, the hoops get 
bigger. But you can still do it.” Ru- 
ben is referring to the corona crisis 
that also hit Spirited Union merci- 
lessly. “Ten of our ten distributors 
called in one afternoon. "Ruben, 
don't expect anything more for 
2020." What goes through your 
mind then? Everything has been 
for nothing. It was a deep valley 
with sleepless nights. But | did get 
good advice right away. Don't 
take if right away, but let it sink in 
for ad moment and then make a 
rational decision. | took two weeks 
off, did some work at home. | really 
needed those two weeks.” And 
that "shower moment" will Come 
again later. 


The growth: "Rum is definitely the 
new gin" 

That moment did indeed come. 
Spirited Union Distillery had to 
change course. Because while the 
workshops and cocktail bar were 
put into a long hibernation, the 


distillery in Amsterdam Se0ih con- 
tinued unabated. Ruben and busi- 
ness partner Rogier managed to 
get the large Gall & Gall enthusias- 
tic. “We first got 'no' ten times. They 
are of course called flat by brands. 
So, we decided to surprise them 
with a cocktail tasting. Rogier went 
to the office on spec on a Friday af- 
ternoon. A little later we did a nice 
bar take-over at a Berlin trade fair 
and we met representatives of Gall 
& Gall. With a bowl on, we asked 
them if they would finally come by. 
No sooner said than done.” 


A pilot of fifty Gall & Gall's at the 
beginning of last year turned out 
to be two hundred in November, 
and soon we will have three types 
of rums in four hundred liquor stores 
throughout the Netherlands. We 
have national coverage, bizarre!” 
It was a flying start to the year, 
says Ruben with a sense of under- 
statement. Because where Spirited 
Union is rapidly gaining ground in 
the Netherlands, the brand is also 
conquering the rest of the world. A 
dozen European countries have al- 
ready been supplied with Ruben’s 
rum, New Zealand has recently 
agreed and there are plans to add 
Canada, Iceland, Hungary and 
the ABC Islands (“a home game 
for me”) to that impressive list. 
Continued on Page 9 
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Ruben Maduro is conquering the rum world 


Continued from Page 8 


It is quite something for the 
drink that until recently had 
a dusty, old-fashioned im- 
age fo it. We could say 
the same about gin about 
ten years ago. ‘That wasn't 
cool either, gin was a gran- 
ny's drink." Is rum the new 
gin then? "| know for sure. 
The great boom of gin 
came about because pro- 
ducers decided to deviate 
from the manuscript. That 
is what we do now. You al- 
ways kick a pair of shins, but 
the people who squeak the 
loudest also have the most 
importance that  every- 
thing stays the same. Ba- 


cardi of course wants us to 
keep drinking Bacardi. That 
brand has had a long time 
to talk to the consumer in a 
certain mindset. ” 


This reform of the rum world 
has been more than suc- 
cessful so far. The botanical 
rum brands are popping 
Up like Mushrooms. RUben 
doesnt seem to have any 
trouble with copycats. After 
all, it's about implementa- 
tion, he says. “At the same 
fair in Berlin, we sat in the 
hall during a Havana Club 
presentation. That market- 
ing director was actually 
telling our story. "Nice story,’ 
| told him afterwards. "Do 


Part 2 


you know Spirited Union in 
Amsterdam¢' He_ turned 
pale. If is nice when a multi- 
national company sees the 
idea. Innovation comes 
from the little guys, not the 
big ones. We turned on 
something beautiful, Com- 
petition? Ultimately, the im- 
plementation is much more 
important than the idea. ” 


“Sometimes amounts are 
put on the table to take 
over. You look your eyes 
out for a moment. It's na- 
ive to think you can build 
a global brand without 
help - that's what we want 
with Spirited Union - but I'm 
not going to hand over my 
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keys. We all do this with a 
small team, there is no big 
brand behind it and we re- 
ally have the wind behind 
Us. Simply gained the trust 
of one of the largest retail- 
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ers in the Netherlands. If 
that already works, what 
will not worke” LJ 


Source: Esquire.com 





Centrale Bank of Aruba: 
Level of international reserves remains adequate 
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ORANJESTAD - During its meeting 
of March 2, 2021 and after review- 
ing the most recent economic and 
monetary data, the Monetary Poli- 
cy Committee (MPC) of the Cen- 
trale Bank van Aruba (CBA) de- 
cided to keep the reserve require- 
ment at 7.0 percent. The reserve 
requirement refers to the minimum 
amount of reserves that commer- 
cial banks must hold at the CBA 
and is equal to 7.0 percent of their 
liabilities with a maturity less than 
2 years. The following information 
and analysis were considered in 


Official- and international reserves including revaluation 
{in Afi, méllien) 
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reaching this decision. 


International reserves 

International reserves (including 
revaluation differences of gold 
and foreign exchange holdings), 
Up to and including February 12, 
2021, strengthened by Afl. 47.7 
million compared to the end of 
December 2020. This expansion 
was primarily the result of external 
financing received by the govern- 
ment during the first month of the 
year and inflows related to tourism 
services, and other external financ- 


a, ARA critical level Lorecaest (3-meconith sce nari] 


ing. Meanwhile, official reserves 
decreased by Afl. 9.1 million. Con- 
sequently, the official and interna- 
tional reserves reached, respec- 
tively, Afl. 2,198.8 million and Afi. 
2,404.3 million as of the 12th of Feb- 
ruary 2021. Accordingly, the level 
of reserves remained adequate 
when benchmarked against the 
current account payments and 
the ARA metric by the IMF. 


Credit developments 
In January 2021, total credit grew 
by Afl. 18.0 million or 0.5 percent, 


when compared to the end of 
2020. This was mainly driven by the 
category ‘business loans’, which 
recorded an expansion of Afl. 27.5 
million (+1.8 percent), as current 
account loans noted an uptick. 
Contrarily, the components ‘other’ 
(Afl. -4.7 million/-O.9 percent) and 
‘loans to individuals’ (Afl. -4.8 mil- 
lion/-0.3 percent) contributed neg- 
atively to total credit. The category 
‘loans to individuals’ fell mostly as 
a result of contractions in consum- 
er credit (-0.9 percent), and to a 
lesser extent due to housing mort- 
gages (-0.1 percent). Remarkably, 
housing mortgages noted thelr first 
reduction since January 2017. 


Inflation 

The CPI was 2.7 percent lower in 
January 2021, compared to the 
corresponding month a year ear- 
lier. This was mainly attributed 
to lower prices in the categories 
‘nousehold operation’ and ‘trans- 
port’. The 12-month average infla- 
tion rate continued its downward 
trend reaching -1.8 percent in Jan- 
vary 2021. When excluding energy 
and food, the 12-month average 
core inflation rate stood at -0.4 per- 
cent in January 2021. 


Prudential liquidity 

The prudential liquidity of commer- 
cial banks (33.5 percent), which 
measures the amount of their lig- 
vid assets to their total net assets, 
remained at a comfortable level in 
January 2021, far above the mini- 
mum required prudential liquidity 
ratio (15.0 percent) ...) 
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Medlab Aruba ‘fit-2-fly’: 
Covid-19 testing on the island 


NOORD — While on vacation, the 
last thing you need to worry about 
is what to do or where to go for your 
COVID-19 testing. Many countries, 
including the U.S. require for all 
passengers heading back home to 
present with a negative test result 
for PCR or Antigen 72 hours prior to 
departure. 


MEDLAB Aruba is an accredited 
ISO 15189:2012 OGA-LE 23-08 labo- 
ratory with over 30 years of experi- 
ence on the island. The laboratory 
complies with the Department of 
Public Health of Aruba, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) requirements for 
COVID -19 testing. MEDLAB Aruba 
has been assigned as one of the 
orivate laboratories authorized to 
perform “Fit-2-Fly” testing for de- 
parting passengers. 


Hassle free scheduling -— QR-code 

The laboratory has invested on the 
only fully integrated digital booking 
platform on the island that allows 
guests to pre-register for the testing 
prior fo coming to Aruba and have 
all their information incorporated 
Upon entry to any of the available 
testing centers. Guests will receive 
a confirmation email with QR-code 


that will be requested upon day of 
testing to facilitate a faster turn- 
around time for your results. 


Testing options 

Offering three method of testing 
gives you, our island visitors, the 
possibility to choose which service 
is at your convenience. Recom- 
mended time to complete test pri- 
or to departure is 48 (72) hours. We 
also request for you to bring your 
oassport to the appointment. 
Testing Option 1: Walk-In service 
at our location in Noord Medical 
Center (NMC), Noord 63 or at Su- 
perfood COVID Testing Center. 
You may also book online at WWW. 
COVIDARUBA.COM and choose 
location. 

Testing Option 2: On-site at partici- 
pating hotels. Only guests staying 
on these properties will be allowed 
to conduct the test. Appointment 
is also made online at WWW.COVI- 
DARUBA.COM. 

The participating hotels with testing 
facilities are Aruba Marriott Resort 
(Stellaris, Ocean and Surf Club), 
Holiday Inn, Playa Linda Beach Re- 
sort, RIU Antillas, RIU Palace, Eagle 
Resort, Costa Linda Beach Resort, 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, Man- 
chebo Beach Resort, Casa del Mar 





‘ 

& Aruba Beach Club, Caribbean 
Palm Village. 

Testing Option 3: Aironb/ Other ho- 
tel location. We come to you for 
the test together with our vehicular 
Mobile Health Test Unit. We require 
a minimum of six people for this ser- 
vice. Request/ Book appointment 
through WhatsApp number +297 
5975548. 


Price 

Offering a great rate for the test- 
ing. The Antigen test is at $50 and 
the PCR at $100. Payment method 
is card (preferred), cash (hygiene 
measures). 

The COVID Test is not covered by 
the Aruba Visitor's Insurance, but 
you are able to seek reimburse- 
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ment once back home. 


Results 
Turn-around time for results is within 
24 hours. Result is sent electronical- 
ly to your email (check soam/ junk 
folder) 


For more information visit www. 
covidaruba.com, call Us at +297 
5975548 or email us at covid@lab. 
aw.} 








Confidence continues to build in the recovery with growth in airline capacity to Aruba: 
The Aruba sun is shining bright as more capacity is put in by the 
airlines the coming months 


ORANJESTAD - Queen Beatrix In- 
ternational Airport (AUA Airport) is 
excited to report that that traffic 
numbers continue to rise steadily 
across AUA’s busy skies, as air 
travel demand in the U.S. market 
picks up. 


The total number of movements Is 
expected to hit a new high with 
151 flights and 15,932 arrivals over 
the course of the first full week of 
April 2021. The busiest day for arriv- 
iINg passengers is expected to be 
Saturday, April 10 when AUA Aijr- 
port is forecasted to handle 3,500 
arriving passengers and 30 aircraft. 


The US recovery has been strong; 
total seat capacity reached 72% 
of pre-pandemic 2019 levels in 
the first quarter of 2021. Slowly but 
surely, data indicates that week 
over week capacity is recover- 
ing at least in the major regional 
markets. The key question remains 
“traveler confidence” as we look 
ahead into the second quarter of 
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the year. The industry further ea- 
gerly awaits news on vaccine pass- 
ports and the global acceptance 
of such a program. 


“We are excited to see that air 
travel is picking Up in a very steady 
pace, especially from our main 
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market being the US. We are op- 
timistic that U.S. carriers will reach 
ore-pandemic capacity levels by 
summer (April /May) 2021. We are 
also noticing an Upward trend in 
the weekly passenger load factor 
upon arrival (percentage of OCCU- 
pied seats on board an aircraft), 
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increasing over the last weeks 
reaching a new high of 64% versus 
an average load factor in 2019 of 
85%", said Aruba Airport Authority 
N.V. Air Service Develooment Man- 
ager Jo-Anne Meaux-Arends.L) 
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Fed in March saw brighter DUNOOK, yet underscored patience 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Fec- 
eral Reserve officials were 
encouraged last month by 
evidence the U.S. economy 
was picking up, but they 
showed no sign of moving 
closer to ending their bond 
ourchases or lifting their 
benchmark short-term  in- 
terest rate from nearly zero. 
Fed policymakers also said 
they expect inflation will 
likely rise in the next few 
months because of supply 
bottlenecks, but they be- 
lieve it will remain near their 
2% target over the longer 
run. 

“It would likely be some 
time until substantial further 
progress Toward” the Fed's 
goals of maximum employ- 
ment and inflation at 2% 
are reached, and “asset 
purchases would continue 
at least at the current pace 
until then,” the Fed said in 
minutes taken during its 
March 16-17 meeting. The 
minutes were released 
Wednesday after the cus- 
tomary three-week lag. 
Economists and market an- 
alysts are closely tracking 
the question of when the 
Fed might begin to reduce 
its $120 billion in monthly 
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In this Nov. 6, 2019 file photo, Charles Evans, President and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of 


Chicago, speaks at the Council on Foreign Relations, in New York. 


ourchases of Treasurys and 
mortgage-backed  seCu- 
rities, since the Fed is ex- 
pected to take that step 
before raising interest rates. 
some analysts expect 
the Fed will start tapering 
its bond buys next Janvu- 
ary, and to take roughly a 
year to do so, before then 


considering a rate hike. 
The bond purchases are 
intended to keep longer- 
term borrowing costs low. 

The Fed's policy making 
committee voted 11-0 aft 
the March meeting to con- 
tinue the bond purchases 
and keep its short-term 
rate at near zero. The Fed 


Associated Press 


last month also signaled 
it wouldn't raise rates un- 
til after 2023. Fed officials 
“generally expected strong 
job gains to continue over 
coming months and into 
the medium term,” sup- 
ported by low interest rates, 
the Biden administration's 
$1.9 trillion emergency fi- 


nancial package, ongoing 
vaccinations, and reopen- 
ing businesses, according 
to the minutes. 

Last month, Fed officials 
sharply raised their fore- 
casts, projecting that the 
U.S. economy would grow 
6.5% this year, up from 4.2% 
three months earlier. They 
now see the unemploy- 
ment rate falling to 4.5% by 
the end of this year, below 
its earlier projection of 5%. 
“However,” the minutes 
said, “the economy was far 
from achieving (the Fed's) 
broad-based and inclusive 
goal of maximum employ- 
ment.” 

Paul Ashworth, chief U.S. 
economist at Capital Eco- 
nomics, said that such com- 
ments indicate the Fed will 
likely continue its asset pur- 
chases through the end of 
the year. 

Policymakers also uUnder- 
scored the importance 
of the Fed’s new policy 
framework, adopted late 
last summer, which calls for 
the Fed to make changes 
in policy “based primar- 
ily on observed outcomes, 
rather than forecasts,” the 
minutes said. L)} 


Target to spend more than $2B at Black-owned businesses 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Target 
will soend a total of more 
than $2 billion at Black- 
owned businesses by 2025 
as part of its effort to ad- 
vance racial equity. 
inal s Sa sighiiicaini 
crease in overall spend- 
ing on Black-owned busi- 
nesses, according to Tar- 
get, though it declined be 
more specific Wednesday. 
The Minneapolis retailer will 
add a broad spectrum of 
oroducts from more than 
500 Black-owned _ busi- 
nesses and will increase its 
spending at more Black- 
owned companies, from 
marketing to construction. 
It will also introduce new 
resources, like a dedicat- 
ed team to help Black- 
owned suppliers scale their 
businesses to work with 
mass chains. The Forward 
Founders program builds 
off Target's accelerator 
program that helps entre- 


e oii 2 
In- &£ 
= 1 





In this April 6, 2020 file photo, a customer wearing a mask 
carries his purchases as he leaves a Target store during the 
coronavirus pandemic, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. 
Associated Press 


oOreneurs. 
Target and other corpora- 
tions have been expand- 
ing ties with Black-owned 
suppliers, rethinking mar- 
keting and embracing 
other initiatives in the af- 
termath of the death of 
George Floyd last summer 
that led to protests nation- 
wide against policy brutal- 
ity and racial inequity. 


The trial of former police 
officer Derek Chauvin, 
charged in Floyd’s death, 
continued Wednesday in 
Minneapolis. More than 
20 companies, including 
Sephora, Gap and Ma- 
cy’s, have signed on to 
a nationwide campaign 
called 15 Percent Pledge, 
which aims to have com- 
panies commit to at least 


15% of their products on 
their shelves to Black- 
owned businesses — in line 
with the U.S. Black popula- 
tion. Target’s commitment 
is Unaffiliated with that 
campaign. 

Aurora James, founder 
and creative director of 
Brother Vellies, starfed 15 
Percent Pledge as a non- 
profit advocacy group last 
yeor. 

She said in an _ interview 
with The Associated Press 
this week that the biggest 
oroblem for Black-opened 
businesses is lack of ac- 
cess. James says her group 
is building a data base of 
Black-owned businesses 
that helps retailers and 
brands connect with Black 
enirepreneulrs. 

Kendra Bracken-Ferguson 
is A Black digital marketing 
and brand development 
specialist in beauty and 
wellness. 

She has experience. first- 
hand pitching = Black- 


owned brands to Target 
and other stores. She be- 
lieves the spending com- 
mitment at Target will 
make a difference. 
“Ultimately, Target is cre- 
ating the pipeline that will 
fundamentally change 
how retailers must handle 
new brands coming into 
their stores, “ Bracken-Fer- 
guson said. 

Target said it has actively 
pursued more connections 
with minority-owned busi- 
nesses, but is always seek- 
ing to improve operations. 
“We have a rich history 
of working with diverse 
businesses, but there's 
more we can do to spark 
change across the re- 
tail industry, support the 
Black Community and en- 
sure Black guests feel wel- 
comed and represented 
when they shop at Target,” 
said Christina Hennington, 
executive vice president 
and chief growth officer in 
a prepared statement.L) 
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‘Tantalizing’ results of 2 experime 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 
Preliminary results from two 
experiments suggest some- 
thing could be wrong with 
the basic way physicists 
think the universe works, a 
orospect that has the field 
of particle physics both 
baffled and thrilled. 

The tiniest particles aren't 
quite doing what Is ex- 
pected of them when spun 
around two different long- 
running experiments in the 
United States and Europe. 
The confounding results — if 
proven right reveal major 
oroblems with the rulebook 
physicists use to describe 
and understand how the 
Universe works at the sub- 
atomic level. 

Theoretical physicist Mat- 
thew McCullough of CERN, 
the European Organization 
for Nuclear Research, said 
Untangling the mysteries 
could “take us beyond our 
current understanding of 
nature.” 

The rulebook, called the 
Standard Model, was de- 
veloped about 50 years 
ago. Experiments  per- 
formed over decades af- 
firmed over and again that 
its descriptions of the par- 
ticles and the forces that 
make up and govern the 
Universe were pretty much 
on the mark. Until now. 
“New particles, new phys- 
ics might be just beyond 
our research,” said Wayne 
State University particle 
physicist Alexey Petrov. “It’s 
tantalizing.” 
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at the European Organization for Nuclear Research Large Hadron Collider facility outside of 


Geneva. 


The United States Energy 
Department's Fermilab an- 
nounced resulfs Wednes- 
day of 8.2 billion races 
along a track outside Chi- 
cago that while ho-hum to 
most people have physi- 
cists astir: The magnetic 
field around a fleeting sub- 
atomic particle is not what 
the Standard Model says It 
should be. This follows new 
results published last month 
from CERN’s Large Hadron 
Collider that found a sur- 
prising proportion of par- 
ticles in the aftermath of 
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high-speed collisions. 
Petrov, who wasn't _ in- 
volved in either experi- 
ment, was initially skeptical 
of the Large Hadron Col- 
lider results when hints first 
emerged in 2014. With the 
latest, more comprehen- 
sive results, he said he is 
now Is “cautiously ecstat- 
ice 

The point of the experi- 
ments, explains Johns Hop- 
kins University theoretical 
ohysicist David Kaplan, is 
to pull apart particles and 
find out if there’s “some- 
thing funny going on” with 
both the particles and the 
seemingly empty space 
between them. 

“The secrets don’t just live 
in matter. They live in some- 
thing that seems fo fill in alll 
of space and time. These 
are quantum fields,” Ka- 
plan said. “We're putting 
energy into the vacuum 
and seeing what comes 
out.” 

Both sets of results involve 
the strange, fleeting par- 
ticle called the muon. The 
muon is the heavier cousin 
to the electron that orbits 
an atom’s center. But the 
muon is not part of the 
atom, If is unstable and 
normally exists for only two 
microseconds. After it was 
discovered in cosmic rays 


Associated Press 


in 1936 if so confounded 
scientists that a famous 
ohysicist asked “Who. or- 
dered that¢” 

“Since the very beginning 
it was making physicists 
scratch their heads,” said 
Graziano Venanzoni, an 
experimental physicist at 
an Italian national lab, who 
is one of the top scientists 
on the U.S. Fermilab experi- 
ment, called Muon g-2. 
The experiment sends mvu- 
ons around a magnetized 
track that keeps the par- 
ticles in existence long 
enough for researchers to 
get a closer look at them. 
Preliminary results suggest 
that the magnetic “spin” of 
the muons is 0.1% off what 
the Standard Model pre- 
dicts. That may not sound 
like much, but to particle 
ohysicists if is huge more 
than enough to upend cur- 
rent understanding. 
Researchers need another 
year or two fo finish analyz- 
ing the results of all of the 
laos around the 50-foot 
(14-meter) track. If the re- 
sults don't change, it will 
count as a major discovery, 
Venanzoni said. 
Separately, at the world’s 
largest atom smasher at 
CERN, physicists have been 
crashing protons against 
each other there to see 
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ics rulebook 


what happens after. One 
of the particle colliders’ 
several separate experi- 
ments measures what hap- 
pens when particles called 
beauty or bottom quarks 
collide. 

The Standard Model pre- 
dicts that these beauty 
quark crashes should result 
in equal numbers of elec- 
trons and muons. It’s sort 
of like flipping a coin 1,000 
times and getting about 
equal numbers of heads 
and tails, said Large Had- 
ron Collider beauty experi- 
ment chief Chris Parkes. 
But that’s not what hap- 
pened. 

Researchers poured over 
the data from several years 
and a few thousand crash- 
es and found a 15% dif- 
ference, with § significantly 
more electrons than mu- 
ons, said experiment re- 
searcher Sheldon Stone of 
Syracuse University. 

Neither experiment is being 
called an official discovery 
yet because there Is still a 
tiny chance that the results 
are statistical quirks. Run- 
ning the experiments more 
times planned in both 
cases could, in a year or 
two, reach the incredibly 
stringent statistical require- 
ments for physics to hail it 
as a discovery, researchers 
sald. 

If the results do hold, they 
would upend “every other 
calculation made” in the 
world of particle physics, 
Kaplan said. 

“This is not a fudge factor. 
This is something wrong,” 
Kaplan said. 

He explained that there 
may be some kind of undis- 
covered particle or force 
that could explain both 
strange results. 

Or these may be mistakes. 
In 2011, a= strange find- 
ing that a particle called 
a neutrino seemed to be 
traveling faster than light 
threatened the model, but 
it turned out to be the result 
of a loose electrical con- 
nection problem in the ex- 


periment. 

“We checked all our 
cable connections and 
we've done what we 


can to check our data,” 
Stone said. “We're kind of 
confident, buf you never 
know.) 
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Special Of The week 

Divi Phoenix Villas 

Studio WK 16 and 17 

Room # 102 right on beach 
32 weeks remain $9 K Both 
weeks 

DVC points contract (115,000) 
Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Special Of the Week 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 11 Room #731 
32 weeks remain 
Maintenance fee paid (2022) 
Price :$11 K all cost included 
call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Special Of the week 
Dutch village 

Studio WK 10 Room #123 
16 Full accelerated weeks 
Expiration date :2026 
Price :$4500 

Call; (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

2 BR WK # 13 Room # 3512 
C - Building Elevator 

Non Mandatory Expire :2036 
26 weeks remain $12 K 
Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

Studio WK # 13 Room # 6206 
Studio WK # 14 Room # 6205 
Ocean View 21 weeks remain 
Each 

Price : $8000 each 

Call;(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmil.com 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 12 and 13 Room 
#2160 

Ground Floor 33 and 34 weeks 
remain 

Price ; $ 18,000 Both weeks 
Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Looking To Buy 

Marriott Surf Club Platinum 

2 BR , Garden View or Ocean 
View 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

3 Br 2 1/2 Bath 

Golf Course Ocean View 
Full Furnish with Garage 
Price : $450 K 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath Ground floor 
across Eagle Beach 

Full furnish $650 K 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Gold Coast Condo 

2 Br , 2 Bath 

Full Furnish 

Price : $320 K 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
2 BR WK # 14 Room #3007 
C Building Pool/Ocean View 
Price :$17 000 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR WK #18 Room # 3030 
Pool/ Ocean View $8500 

For rent (30 April to 5 May 2021) 
$1500 Call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR OceanFront $15 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 
Call :( 297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 


2 BR WK # 16 room 1010 
Right on eagle beach $10K 
Call (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
Gold Season 

2 BR Ocean View $8 K 

2 BR Garden View$6 K 
Call: (297) 6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


To All Time Share Owners 


On the Islands of Aruba 
interested in sell your Time 
Share 

contact Us : Free Appraisal 
Free Listings 

Call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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fee time Share Resales + Realty 

| Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 

| For upto 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 


! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 














Downtown 





also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 





h us! 





a * a GH 















Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 
Week 10/1207 (15k 
Week 11/1419 (13k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k); and, 
Weeks 2-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 

Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 
Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


NL 2885 
© 1 OS 7 0121218 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


A14 


THURSDAY 8 APRIL 2021 


IPEOPLE & ARTS 


1K BYANA 





British guitarist Thompson's memortr revisits golden rock era 


By STEVEN WINE 
Associated Press 

In 1968, the year "Hey Jude" 
hit the charts, Richard 
Thompson turned down an 
invitation to Paul McCart- 
ney's birthday party. 

On other occasions over 
the years, Thompson 
shared the stage with Jimi 
Hendrix. He also pranked 
BUCK Owens. 

Those are among the fun 
facts found in Thompson's 
new memoi, "“Beeswing: 
Losing My Way and Finding 
My Voice 1967-1975." The 
British Quitarist and singer- 
songwriter, who has long 
had a small but devout 
following, revisits his role as 
observer and participant in 
a consequential era of rock 
MUSIC. 

'T'd been wondering 
whether | was capable of 
writing something other 
than a three-minute song 
for some time," he said in 
an interview from his home 
in Montclair, New Jersey. 
Thompson, 72, says he en- 
joyed writing his first book, 
which took three years. He 
chose to focus on the early 
part of his career in part 
because he's often asked 
about the 1960s and ‘70s. 
‘It does seem to have been 
an influential decade of 
music, and youre still feel- 
ing the reverberations of 
that now, he says. ‘People 
are still reverential about 
some of the legendary mu- 
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This cover image released by Algonquin Books shows "Beeswing: 
Losing My Way and Finding My Voice 1967-1975" by Richard 


Thompson with Scott Timberg. 


Algonquin Books via Associated Press 


sic figures from that time." 

Many of those names pop 
Up In "Beeswing" — also the 
title of a Thompson song 
that encapsulates the era. 
He was a member of the 
groundbreaking group 


Fairoort Convention, which 
brought rock to the British 
folk tradition, and British folk 
to rock. His subsequent mu- 
sical partnership with his first 
wife, Linda, produced the 
sublime songs that have 


served as the foundation 
of Thompson's solo career, 
including “Shoot Out the 
Lights" and "Wall of Death." 
Thompson laughs when 
asked why he said no to 
the McCartney invitation. 

‘| saw the Beatles and the 
Stones as being an older 
generation — all of five 
or six years older than we 
were — and not being par- 
ticularly relevant to the kind 
of music | was into," Thomp- 
son says. ‘| was more into 
singer-songwriters at the 
time. | would have gone 
to Joni Mitchell's birthday 
party. 

lL was being a real musical 
snob. | have to forgive my- 
self for that. If he invites me 
to his 80th, then I'll definitely 


go." 

Thompson's droll wit 
is evident throughout 
"Beeswing, especially in 


his account of Fairport's 
first U.S. tour. At one point, 
the band members were 
razzed as long-haired hip- 
pies by several men in the 
next booth at a coffee 
shop in the Detroit airport. 
It Turned out to be country 
music star Owens and his 
band, so Thompson intro- 
duced himself as a huge 
fan and asked for an auto- 
graph. 

"Well... er... I... well... sure,’ 
the astonished Owens re- 
sponded, according to the 
book. 

Then there were the times 


Hendrix, in London with his 
career gaining momentum, 
joined Fairport onstage. 

"A little intimidating,” 
Thompson says. ‘Even in '67, 
he was well-known around 
London as being this really 
great guitar player, this re- 
ally interesting innovator 
who terrified just about ev- 
ery guitar player in town 
— including Eric (Clapton) 
and Jeff (Beck) and the 
whole gang. 

"He was the nicest guy. 
He wasn't flashy when he 
played with us. It was like 
he wanted fo fit in with the 
band, which | thought was 
kind of delightful really." 
Kathy Pories, Thompson's 
U.S. editor for Algonquin 
Books, says he found a dis- 
tinctive voice writing the 
memoir, while employing 
the vivid detail of a song- 
writer. 

"He just didn't realize how 
fascinating his life really 
was, Pories says. "We would 
say, Tell us more about 
your childhood,’ and then 
he would come up with all 
these amazing details. 

It feels very conversational, 
but also very emotional. It 
felt like he was sitting down 
and telling me about this 
period in his life." 
Thompson writes candidly 
about the spiritual quest 
that led him to Sufism, and 
about relationshios with 
his family, bandmates and 
Linda.L) 





Rhiannon Giddens considers the meaning of home 





In this Tuesday, July 3, 2018, file photo, Rhiannon Giddens per- 
forms during rehearsal for the Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacu- 
lar in Boston. Giddens’ new album, "They're Calling Me Home,” 
releases on Friday. 
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By STEVEN WINE 

Associated Press 

Rhiannon Giddens” with 
Francesco Turrisi, “They're 
Calling Me Home" (None- 
such} 

Rhiannon Giddens’ new al- 
bum masterfully mixes the 
music of Ireland, Italy, Ap- 
palachia and heaven. 

A year of death and lock- 
down left Giddens thinking 
about home and all the 
word means. That inspired 
“They're Calling Me Home," 
a 12-Tune travelogue that 
shrinks the world by cover- 
ing lots of ground, with the 
great beyond always near- 
by. 

Giddens and Italian multi- 
instrumentalist Francesco 
Turrisi both live in Ireland 


and recorded the album 
near Dublin, which = ac- 
counts for the set's Celtic 
Underpinning. 

Their reinvention of "Amaz- 
ing Grace" possesses the 
gentle beauty of the Irish 
countryside, with Giddens' 
evocative humming sup- 
ported by a frame drum 
and uilleann pipes. On the 
title cut she's mournful but 
hopeful, contemplating 
transfiguration and accom- 
panied by an accordion's 
drone, while the somber 
ballad “When | Was In My 
Prime" will inspire another 
round at the pub. 

The music never stays in 
one place for long. "Nenna 
Nenna’ is a charming Ital- 
ian lullaby, and the 1920s 


fiddle tune "Waterbound'" 
is performed as a campfire 
singalong, with stellar sup- 
port from Congolese gul- 
tarist Niwel Tsumbu. 

Banjo, viola and whistle 
further connect the musi- 
cal roots, as does the pow- 
erhouse instrument that Is 
Giddens’ voice, her arrest- 
ing alto vibrato soaring with 
amazing grace.L} 
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NCAA may consider 
single site for part of 
future tourneys 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 
NCAA used the single-site 
concept for its marquee 
championship out of ne- 
cessity. 

Now it could become part 
of the tournament's future. 
A day after crowning a na- 
tional champion for the first 
time since 2019, NCAA se- 
nior vice president of bas- 
ketball Dan Gavitt told re- 
porters that the successful 
mens college basketball 
tournament held primarily 
in Indianapolis and exclu- 
sively in Indiana could cre- 
ate a late-round model for 
future tourneys. 

If it's The desire of the com- 
mittee and the member- 
ship to consider something 
along these lines for the 
future, | think we would 
give it significant consider- 
ation," he said Tuesday on 
a video call. "| would hesi- 
tate to say, though, | don't 
think a 68-team single site, 
short of another pandemic, 
would be something we 
would have great interest 
in. However, once you get 
down to a fewer amount 
of teams, say the Sweet 
16 and on, having teams 
in the same location may 
provide some opportunities 
the membership, coaches 
and all would want to con- 
sider for the future." 
Whatever happens, If won't 
be anytime soon — at least 
not by choice. 

The NCAA already has 
awarded preliminary round 
games through 2026 and in- 
tends to play those games 
as scheduled, something 
it couldn't do this year be- 
cause of the COVID-19 
pandemic that forced ev- 
eryone to rethink how they 
could safely host games a 
year after the tournament 
was scrapped. 

Players, coaches and staff 
members were _ tested 
daily for the coronavirus 
throughout the three-week 
event. Seating capacity 
was capped at 25% in the 
six playing venues. Fans 
were required to wear 
masks and those in the 
closest contact with teams, 
deemed Tier 1 personnel, 
essentially lived in an NCAA 


version of a bubble. 

By almost any measure, the 
protocols worked. 

Gavitt said there were 15 
positive tests among the 
28,311 conducted. The 66 
games drew 173,592 fans, 
including nearly 8,000 Mon- 
day at Lucas Oil Stadium, 
where they watched Bay- 
lor end Gonzaga's perfect 
season with an 86-70 vic- 
Tory. 

And though the television 
ratings for the Final Four 
were down from 2019, ac- 
cording to Sports Business 
Journal, the UCLA-Gon- 
zaga game drew nearly 
15 million viewers and was 
not only the most-watched 
program Saturday night 
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Baylor players and coaches celebrate after the championship game against Gonzaga in the 
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men's Final Four NCAA college basketball tournament, Monday, April 5, 2021, at Lucas Oil Sta- 
dium in Indianapolis. Baylor won 86-70. 


but also the most watched 
non-football game. since 
the pandemic began. 

Sure, there were obstacles. 
Six referees were sent home 
before the first game be- 
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cause one tested positive. 
Another ref, Bert Smith, was 
wheeled off the court dur- 
ing a Sweet 16 game after 
collapsing from a medi- 
cal issue unrelated to CO- 
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VID-19. 

Alabama _ student Luke 
Ratliff, 23, died after a brief 
illness just Several days after 
he had attended a game 
at Hinkle Fieldhouse. LJ 
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The color of Masters | in April Is missing a red shirt 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — From 
the dogwoods and their 
white blooms to thousands 
of azalea bushes bursting 
with purple and pink, all the 
April colors have returned 
to Augusta National ex- 
cept for one. 

No red shirt. 

Tiger Woods in his tradi- 
tional Sunday color has 
become an indelible part 
of the Masters over the last 
25 years. If dates to the 
practice round he played 
with Arnold Palmer and 
Jack Nicklaus, after which 
Nicklaus suggested Woods 
might wind up with more 
green jackets than the King 
and the Bear combined. 
So there is a big void this 


yeor. 
"You cant — _ especially 
at Augusta — you can't 


go there and not think 
about the guy," two-time 
U.S. Open champion Cur- 
tis Strange said. "Changed 
the game we knew basi- 
cally in front of our eyes at 
AUQUSTQ." 

The 1997 Masters — one 
year after Nicklaus made 
his bold prediction — re- 
mains a watershed mo- 
ment in golf. Woods broke 
20 records that week when 
he won by 12 shots as a 
21-year-old in his first year 
playing as a pro. From 
there, he carried golf to a 
new wave of popularity 
and, because of television 
contracts that followed, 
made everyone around 
him richer. 

The 2019 Masters was the 
perfect bookend. Four 
back surgeries, four knee 
surgeries, public embar- 
rassment from his private 
affairs, and at 43 he over- 
came It all for his 15th ma- 
jor, fifth green jacket and 
pure joy when he scooped 
his son into his arms. 

He won the career Grand 
Slam three times over. 

But the link was always Au- 
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Tiger Woods hits on the second fairway during the final round of the Masters golf tournament in 
Augusta, Ga., in this Sunday, Nov. 15, 2020, file photo. 


gusta. 

Xander Schauffele was 
asked the first thought that 
entered his head when he 
plays the Masters. He has 
only played three times, but 
the answer came quickly. 
| see Tiger and | see red," 
said Schauffele, a runner- 
Up To him in 2019. 

Woods' absence Is nothing 
new, only the circumstanc- 
es. He first missed the Mas- 
ters in 2014 when he had 
the first of his five back sur- 
geries. He missed two other 
times (2016 and 2017) trying 
to heal from two others. 


But there was always be- 
lief he would return, even 
when the pain in his lower 
back was so bad that he 
barely could walk at the 
Masters Club dinner for 
Champions in 2017. 

And there was hope he 
could win again, which he 
did. 

It's different now. 

Woods shattered tibia and 
fibula bones in his right leg 
in multiole locations from a 
Feb. 23 crash when his SUV 
ran off the road and down 
q hill in the coastal suburbs 
of Los Angeles. There were 
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additional broken bones 
in his ankle and foot, now 
held together by screws 
and pins. 

He returned home about 
three weeks ago with no 
Uodate on his condition. 
That hasn't kept medical 
experts from suggesting the 
nature of his injuries make it 
unlikely he will play again. 
Justin Thomas and Rory 
Mcllroy are in a small cir- 
cle of players who have 
grown close to Woods and 
have earned his trust and 
resoect for privacy. Both 
have dropped by his house 
to see him. 

"Spent a couple hours with 
him, which was nice. If was 
good to see him," Mcllroy 
said. "It was good to see 
him in decent spirits. When 
you hear of these things 
and you look at the car 
and you see the crash, you 
think he's going fo be ina 
hospital bed for six months. 
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But he was actually doing 
better than that." 

Thomas feels lucky to 
get an early invitation to 
the practice rounds with 
Woods and Fred Couples. 
That's what he misses the 
most about this week. 

| went over and saw him 
a couple times last week 
and tried fo go over a 
couple times during the 
week whenever I'm home 
and see him," Thomas said. 
"We texted Friday morning, 
and he said It's kind of start- 
ing to set in. He's bummed 
he's not here playing prac- 
tice rounds with us, and we 
hate it, too." 

This week was looked upon 
as a time to reflect on 
one of golf's unmatched 
achievements. If was 20 
years ago this week that 
Woods won the Masters, 
making him the only player 
to hold the four profession- 
al majors at the same time. 
Mcllroy recalls the hype 
over the 2015 Masters. He 
had won the British Open 
and the PGA Champion- 
shio the year before, and a 
green jacket was the final 
piece of the career Grand 
Slam. He would always get 
another chance. To win all 
four in a row comes around 
once in a career. Woods 
faced questions about that 
for seven months and still 
won in a tight final round 
against Phil Mickelson and 
David Duval. 

It's Too early to say wheth- 
er Woods will ever com- 
pete again at the Masters. 
He won a U.S. Open with 
shredded knee ligaments 
and two stress fractures. 
Four back surgeries didn't 
keep from a green jacket. 

This might be asking too 
much, especially now that 
he's 45 and wasn't showing 
much form even before his 
horrific car crash. 

| know he's at home and 
he's fully focused on the re- 
covery process, and | feel 
like he's mentally strong 
enough to get through 
that," Mcllroy said. “And 
once he does, broken 
bones heal, he's just got to 
take it step by step. | know 
he'd love to be here. And 
I'm sure he's going to put 
everything he has into try- 
ing to be ready to play 
here next year.) 


